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News from the Swenson Center
BY JILL SEAHOLM, HEAD OF GENEALOGICAL SERVICES, SWENSON CENTER
For the ten-week 2016-2017 winter term
at Augustana College, Professor of Math
Tom Bengtson taught two First-Year
Inquiry (FYI) classes entitled Practical
Genealogy. Every first-year Augustana student will take three such general studies
FYI courses in sequence that are designed
to introduce them to liberal arts and teach
thinking, communication skills, reading of
academic texts, and research-based argument.
As a member of the Swenson Center’s
Advisory Committee and frequent user of
our resources in his own family history
research, Dr. Bengtson’s thoughts turned
to genealogy and ways to incorporate the
Swenson Center’s resources into his
students’ assignments. We were all delighted that both classes were filled.
Early in the term the two classes of 22
students each met as a group once in the
Swenson Center where they listened as we
staff members gave an overview of our
Center, what we do, and what records we
have that would help them. To show them
what we could provide, we staged our reading room tables with examples of documents, and our microfilm readers with
Swedish-American church records and
Swedish-American newspapers. We also
gave them tours of our closed stacks to
show them the kinds of books and archives
we collect, explaining how and why we
preserve them.
Their assignment was to research the 18
members of the Augustana College senior
class of 1884-1885. The FYI students were
broken into 18 groups of two or three and
each group researched a different member
of the 1884-1885 class. They used FamilySearch.org and other free internet
sources, plus Augustana College’s Special
Collections for information about the
students’ lives at Augustana, and the
Swenson Center for the Swedish aspects
of the research.
Each small group made an appointment
to come in and look for their 1884-85 class
member. Over the course of 3-4 weeks,
each came in for an hour and some even

came back for more to enhance their
assignments. For the sake of time and
because most of our genealogy resources
are in Swedish, co-worker Susanne Titus
and I mostly did lookups while the students
watched with interest and took notes. In
every case, either the student or his parents
were born in Sweden, and the student
records from Augustana’s Special Collections provided the subject’s parish of
origin or U.S. hometown so we could look
for the parents’ origins if the student was
born in the U.S. We were able to find our
way back into Swedish parish records and
go back a generation or more in all but one
case, Hans Hanson, where his name was

too common and too little was known
about him. Many of the 18 became pastors
in the Augustana Synod, and we have rich
resources to support research of Augustana Synod pastors.
During the last weeks of the class, the
students gave oral presentations of their
findings to their classmates, and their
written results have been uploaded to
Augustana College’s Digital Commons,
where the public can view their results and
even comment on them.
We had a wonderful time working with
the students and hope that Dr. Bengtson
will repeat this class year after year.

Hans Hanson registration slip,
Special Collections, Augustana
College, Rock Island, Illinois.

This Hans Hanson basically
disappeared in March 1885
and Bengtson’s students were
not able to find a record of him
after that then. He was listed
as graduating in 1885, however, so he is a bit of a mystery.
Do any SAG readers know
what happened to him?
Editor’s note: Hans’s full name
was Häger Hans Hansson, and he
came from Karlsarvet # 6 in Leksand, where he had lived with his
parents “(Leksand [W] AI:19g
(1878-1888) Image 186 / page
170).”
On the same page there is a
note that Hans died 23 Sep. 1885
in Cloquet, Carlton Co., MN.
Maybe some SAG reader can
find an obit for him in a local
newspaper?
On p. 26 some links are found
with more information about this
research project.
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